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ADDITIONAL NOTICES. 

(Printed by order of Council.) 



1. Trade of Bokhara. Extracts from a Letter of Signor Ferd. Meazza 
to the Commendatore Cristofoeo Negri, Hon. Corr. Mem. e.g.s. 

Communicated by Signor Cbistoforo Negri. 

SiGNOB Mbazza is one of the Italian silk-merchants whose journey to Bokhara 
and uncertain fate were mentioned at the evening meeting of the Society on 
June 27th last year.* He was kept there as a prisoner for some time, but has 
now returned in safety to Europe. The more interesting parts of his letter are 
as follow : — 

" Cotton is cultivated here precisely as in Ttaly, but its quality is inferior. It 
is exported to Russia. At the fair at Nishni-Novogorod there was at least 
300,000 poods (4,800,000 kilogrammes) of Bokharian cotton. Now, on a rough 
calculation that in the Khanat of Bokhara and its dependencies each person in 
a population of 2,500,000 consumes, on an average, three kilogrammes, it 
results that the total production is about 12,000,000 kilogrammes. The export 
trade of cotton with Russia has been very much injured by the dishonesty of 
the Bokharians in leaving a large proportion of the seeds in the bales and in 
mixing with it old cotton which has been used. Besides cotton, they export to 
Russia a considerable quantity of common furs, silk, and cotton stuffs, camels'- 
hair gowns, torquoises, lapis lazuli, horses, &c. They import from Russia 
common iron-ware, copper, tin, refined sugar, dressed skins from Kashgar, 
damask stuffs of gold and silver from Moscow, tea-urns, common porcelain, 
muslin, besides many other articles which the Russians themselves derive from 
other countries, such as Italian coral, gay Swiss time-pieces, German cloth of 
showy colours, especially bright blue, &c. The paper used in the country is 
mostly manufactured in Samarcand. I estimate that 30,000 camels are em- 
ployed conveying goods to Orenburg; but I do not reckon those returning 
laden at more than 3000, the export trade having increased tenfold since 1820 
(when it amounted to 2,000,000 silver roubles), whilst the imports have 
remained the same. The balance of trade is paid in gold and silver, and 
Russian gold and siver coins are the only money in circulation, besides that of 
the country. All that is taken at the custom-house is quickly coined, because 
the Emir makes a large profit by it. The stamping of the coin is done by 
hand, as they have no machinery except mills and water-wheels. I noticed 
that a considerable quantity of English articles is introduced by way of India, 
and that they are preferred to those of Russia when the two come in competi- 
tion. It is computed that there are from 2000 to 3000 natives of Hindostan in 
Bokhara engaged in various trades. The cutting weapons most esteemed are 
those of Khokand. No small quantity of gunpowder is manufactured in Bok- 
hara, the sulphur being obtained from Samarcand and the saltpetre from the 
mountains of Khokand. Glass is almost unknown and is seldom seen except 
in the form of mirrors. Notwithstanding all the pains taken, I could gain 
very Uttle information regarding the fate of the unfortunate Enghshmen 
Stoddart and Conolly. It is not true that Captain ConoUy embraced Moham- 
medanism. Of their papers I could discover nothing." 

* See • Proceedings,' vol. viii. p. 272. 



